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- Proper maintenance is critical. Check brakes, tire pressure and condition, brake and all other fluids, lights
and turn signals daily (or before each use). Clean windshield and ensure mirrors are clean and adjusted
appropriately.

- Follow all traffic laws and regulations.

- Remain alert. Take frequent breaks to walk, stretch, and rest.

- Breaks are a good time to ensure that all tie downs/binders are secure and to check the load/livestock.

- Increase following distance from other vehicles — while a 3 second gap may be adequate for smaller vehicles,
loaded trucks take longer to stop so leave yourself a 4+ second gap.

- Use extreme caution near ditches and soft road shoulders.

- Travel hills straight up or down; avoid traversing a hill.

- Be aware of the “blind spots”, particularly when turning and changing lanes.

- ALWAYS conduct a walk-around of the truck and trailer before moving!

- Drive forward, whenever possible. If backing up is necessary, consider having a spotter assist.

- Hauling some loads can be more challenging than others. Remember, livestock and liquids (particularly tanks
that are not full!) can shift during transport. Tall loads may come in contact with powerlines or other overhead
obstructions. Wide loads may not be able to safely navigate narrow roads while allowing for additional traffic.

- DO NOT OVERLOAD! Additional weight beyond the GVW dramatically decreases control and increases wear
and tear on the equipment.

- Load and unload only on stable, flat ground. Set all brakes and chock tires before loading or unloading.

- Follow all manufacturer recommendations and current state regulations for securing the load.

- Trailers:

- Make sure trailers are properly hitched to the towing vehicle.

- Attach safety chains and lighting connector.

- Keep decks free of dirt, oil, and debris. Check decks frequently for overall condition, replace decking
material as soon as excessive wear is noted.

- Remember: too little weight towards the front of the trailer will cause the trailer to fishtail, too much
weight towards the front of the trailer will cause the trailer hitch to drag and may raise the front of the
towing vehicle, reducing steering control. Typically, the majority of the weight should be carried over
or in front of the axles. DO NOT exceed maximum tongue weight recommendations.

- If equipped with trailer brakes, ensure adequate adjustment. If braking feels “jerky”, use a lower “gain”.

- Inspect wheel bearings regularly. Repack or replace as necessary.

- Hauling livestock:

- Consider gating animals (if the trailer is equipped with interior gates). This keeps animals from moving
too drastically while in the trailer which helps reduce excessive weight shifts.

- When animals must be tied: use a slip knot or other quick-release knot.

- Do not lock trailer doors with additional locks during transport. Use additional locks only when parked.

- Avoid hauling in extreme weather conditions. Hauling when the weather is too hot or too cold is
dangerous for the handlers, haulers, and livestock!
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* Adapted from Truck Safety — University of Idaho Extension and Livestock trailer safety. (2012) Farm and Ranch eXtension in Safety and Health (FReSH) Com-
munity of Practice. Retrieved from http://www.extension.org/pages/64391/livestock-trailer-safety.



These safety rules have been written and provided to you for your safety. Your signature below indicates
you have read and understand these rules, and further, that you accept the responsibility of always using
good judgment to make workplace safety your number one priority.
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