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Branding Safety
-	 Remember, cattle respond differently when under stress. Utilize low stress handling techniques.
-	 Carefully design work areas to keep all necessary equipment within reach, neat, and orderly.

-	 Pick a good trap site. Choose a level spot free of debris and obstacles that allows plenty of 
room for the ground crew and ropers to move.

-	 Ensure an adequate power supply for electric irons.
-	 Set all heated irons on a non-flammable stand.
-	 Be ‘fire safe’ when open flame is used for heating.
-	 Use extreme caution around cold tanks for freeze branding.
-	 Properly secure chute/table.

-	 Inspect all tools and equipment prior to use and regularly during use.
-	 Establish a workflow and a chain of command.

-	 Identify all escape routes.
-	 Outline all standard procedures for each task with the crew that will be performing them.
-	 Limit dogs, horses, and helpers to those that are working - define a separate area for those that are 

not.
-	 ALWAYS be aware of your surroundings.
-	 Know the location of all horses and ropers; keep yourself out of their way.

-	 Do not attempt to approach or ride any horse without expressed permission.
-	 Encourage ropers to keep a short rope and stay to under a trot.
-	 NEVER stand directly behind a gate – stand to the side and be ready to move quickly.
-	 Avoid backing vehicles (particularly those with trailers), drive forward whenever possible.

-	 Conduct a walk-around before moving any vehicle.

-	 Considerations for Safety- Vaccine:
-	 Read and follow all labels.
-	 Change needles frequently.

-	 Use as designated SHARPs container.
-	 Keep syringes “needle down” and “cap on”.
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These safety rules have been written and provided to you for your safety. Your signature below indicates 
you have read and understand these rules, and further, that you accept the responsibility of always using 
good judgment to make workplace safety your number one priority.
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